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There is one Lam. giver who 
0 able to ſave and t 
 deflroy: Who art thou 
hat judgeſt another 


o 


BOVE all the ill Effects ot reli- : 
gious Controverſies, condemn- 
ing the Conſciencies and Souls 
of Men, together with their 
Errors, is never to be juſtified, 

is extreamly wicked, and yet prevails gene- 
rally on any Side, whether right or wrong, 
in the Merits of the Cauſe, under the No- 
tion of Piety, and great and good Regard 
for pure Truth and Orthodoxy. To judge 
and diſtinguiſh for one ſelf Truth from Er- | 
ror, with the moſt Strictneſs, is the Right 
and Duty of every Man. But judging what | 
Degrees of Guilt muſt lie upon other Men's 
Souls for erroneous PerſWaſions, which the ; 
* Akngwing Judge alone can well and truly 1 
7 | charge, A 
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GOD the only LAW-GIVER, 


charge, is uſurping that Authority, which 
God peculiarly reſerves to himſelf. 

ANp this is denyed to us for no leſs 
Reaſons, than becauſe we are by no Means 
fit to diſcharge ſuch a Sort of Juriſdiction: 
For we cannot pretend to know other Men's 
Hearts; we are not able to ſee where even 
Heretical Pravisy Rules, where, as St. Paul 
defines it, A Man is ſubverted and finneth, 
being condemned of himſelf: Or where again 
the Turn of an odd, unaccou ntable Under- 
ſtanding, Weakneſs and Ignorance, put 
others under the inſuperable Misfortunes of 
wrong Perſwaſions in Religion; which no 
doubt the moſt Righteous God will merci- 
fully conſider as inſuperable Misfortunes, 
tho Men are hard to be perſwaded to it. 
But in that Reſpect, that the Vys of God are 
not as our Ways, nor his Thoughts as our Thoughts : 
Our Bleſſed Saviour has very clearly taught 


us, Luke 12. 47. 48. That Servant which knew 


his Lord's Will, and prepared not himſelf, neither 
did according to his Nil, ſpall be beaten with ma- 
uy Stripes. But he that knew not, and did com- 


mit Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beaten with. 
few Stripes, We may aſſure our ſelves, that 


it is not committed to Men who are Subject 
to the Infirmities and Faults of Paſſions and 
Miſtakes, Reſentments and Partiality, to 


have the . everlaſting Fate of other Men's 


Souls in their abſolute Diſpoſal, whatever 
good Will any of us may have to be med- 


dling in that high Province. The Apoſtle in | 


the 


3 
* 


Re r 
2 S 
. b 


the 


able to ſave and to deſtroy. 
the Words of the Text is peremptory, That 
that there is one Lawgiver who ts able to fave 


and to deſtroy, and asks any one to reflect im- 
mediately, how raſh and arrogant it muſt 


then be in us to pretend to judge one another: 


intimating, that our Cenſures and Condem- 
nations are Offences againſt the Majeſty of 
God, that all the Damage of them muſt be 
to ourſelves, but can be of no Efficacy to the 


eternal State of other Men's Souls, fince 


there is one Lau- giver, who has the Univer- 
ſal, Supream, Spiritual Authority over the 
Souls of all Men, and has fix'd the Terms 
and Conditions on which their Eternal Life 
or Death ſnall turn. 


In Speaking to this Subject, I intend in 
Firſt Place to ſtate what Sort of Judging 


is forbidden in the Text, with the Force 
of the Apoſtles Reaſon againſt it. 


AND then to make {ome general Infe- 


rences fram the Principle : That there is one 
Laugiver whoa is able to ſave and to deſtroy. 


I. LEr us conſider what Sort of Judg- 


ing is forbidden in the Text, and that I 


think deſerves to be ſtated a little more par- 
ticularly, not ſo much to take off any Uncer- 
tainty, what Judging is here decided to be 


above our Sphere, as to put us every one in 
Mind of our Duty to judge with Integrity, 
and in 'the Fear of God, in all Things, that 
are indeed within the Bounds of qur Deter- 


mination. 
P 2 Ly 


> 


Eby —— —-— 


. 


„ 


— 
* 


Oe 


ear eter ah wr wx 3 


= 


GOD the only LAW-GIVER, 


I r ſeems plain enough, that the Apoſtle 
diſallows any Men's PretenſÞpns to condemn 
other Men's Souls. For that, he directly tells 
us, belongs to God's Dominion, and that all 
Mankind are equally ſubject to it, It is 
true veiyo may fignifie no more than to judge, 
John 7. but from the Scope and Connection of * ſe- 
5T- Nom. veral Places, it appears often in the New 
14.3, 4 Teftament to import as much as #amzxe/ivo, 


TO» 13*  namNxdiw, And ſo in our Engliſh Tranſlation, 
#gvo is f ſometimes rendered to condemn. 


John 12. 


Tanz That I take to be the exact Senſe of the 
18. Rom. Werd in the Text. Spiritual Condemnati- 
14.22. on is the Cauſe which is here ſolely and uni- 


* Theſ. verſally excepted from human Judicature. 


#. iz. And ſo this Sentence does indeed effectually 

cut off all the Buſineſs, and grave Solemni- 
ties of ſpiritual Inquiſitors; but the Autho- 
rity of Civil Magiſtrates to condemn and pu- 
niſh Offences againſt the Civil Power, is not 
at all affected by it. And that there certain- 
ly is not equal Reaſon for ſpiritual Tribu- 
nals, as there is for the Office of Judges in 
= Matters, may be eaſily made appear. 
' NR. EE 5 | 


© Firſt, Crimes againſt civil Government 


are viſible Actions, capable of being proved 


upon Offendors by the Teftimony of Senſe ; 
and to impeach: the Authority of Magi- 


ſtrates to paſs Condemnation on Fagts of 


Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, and all ſorts of Vio- 
lence, it can never be pleaded, that treaſon- 
able Practices, Murders and Fellonies, were 
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able to ſave and to deſtroy. 


no more in a Man's Choice and Power, than 
our inward Prepoſſeſſions of Mind, or that 
thoſe Enormities are as conſiſtent with Up- 


rightneſs of Heart, as involuntary Miſtakes 


may be. It may be true, altho' Civil Courts 
are to proceed according to proper Evidence 
of criminal Facts, that ſometimes innocent 


Men may be condemn'd as guilty, from 


ſome horrid Corruption ſomewhere ; or ſome 
very ſtrange and unlucky Circumſtance, 


when Judges, Jury, and Witnefles, all diſ- 


charge their Duty. But in this I am poſi- 
tive ſtill, that there Is not equal Danger, 
that Civil Magiſtrates, in judging Men for 


their outward Actions, may do as much | 
Wrong, and condemn the Innocent as com-- 
monly as Criminals, which the Judges of 


other Men's Conſciences may eaſily do ; be- 
cauſe thoſe Judges can take no Cogni- 
zance of the accus'd Perſon's Heart where- 
in the whole (Guilt is ſuppos'd to lodge. 


Secondly, The Coercive Power of Mey is 


commenſurate to the Ends and Purpoſes of 
Civil Magiſtrates, to chaſtiſe Crimes againſt 
the temporal Welfare of Mankind, to re- 
compence them as nearly as poſſible in their 
own Kind, to punith diſorderly and unruly 
Perſons with Confinement and Correction, 
Cheats and Impoſtors with Fines and 


Marks of publick Infamy, and the greateſt 


Offenders by whom the reſt of the World 


cannot live, with the Loſs of their Lives: 
And no Body will deny that this Power of 


Magi- 
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_ Magiſtrates, to infli& temporal Puniſhments 
on viſible Crimes, which Men know may be 
brought to Light and prov'd upon them, is 
conſtantly of great Uſe to preſerve the 3 
World in Order. There would be no living 8 

in the World if no Penalties and Inconve- 1 

uniencies could be levied againſt the Advan- fp 

tages, the Miſchiefs, and revengful Agions 
that are prejudicial to our Civil Rights. But ; 
then Fire and Fagot, Wracks and Impriion- => ' 
ment, reach not ſpiritual Wickedneſs, Men's 
Thoughts are to themſelves, free to be hid- 
den from all the World ; and therefore the 
Power of Men cannot be ſaid to be com- 
menſurate to the Cure of Spiritual Evil, or 
to overcome falſe Opinions in Religion. 

| Thirdly, Civil Judges are neceſſary, becaule 
Self-Intereſt has too much Power to let Men 
be Impartial Judges in their own Cauſe. ; 
Contreverſies on Matters of perſonal Right | 
and Property would be endleſs, if there 
were no Appeals beyond the Reſolutions, 
Men would only think fit to make for them- 
ſelves, and then Force at laſt muſt be the 
Rule of peaceable Poſſeſſion, and injured 
Men muſt be lett without Redreſs. But for E 

piritual Judges of other Men's Thoughts, 4 
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there is nothing like the ſame Cauſe. It can | 
not be argued, that they are neceſſary to 
right the Injured, and relieve the Oppreſſed. 1 
For no Perſon can ſay, that he is wrong'd, 5 
or the worſe as to the Safety of his Soul, * 
becauſe another Man is irregular in his | 
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Faith. And if any one makes himſelf un- 
eaſy on that Account, what is it but his 
own Fault ? There is a Defect of Knowledge 
in the trueſt Believers to reach the Heart of 
others that are erroneous, and to deter- 


mine with what Affections and what Inten- 


tions ſuch Perſons either at firſt received, or 
have afterwards perſiſted in any falſe Noti- 
ons of Religion. So that we cannot judici- 
ouſly 'condemn Men for thoſe Opinions, 
which, according to our Notions, we may 
think there is Cauſe for us to deteſt. Thar 
is the arbitrary Judging which God forbids 
in the Text, telling us, that the Judicature 
over Men's Souls is his Prerogative. And 
if Men could preſume to claim a Part in 
God's Authority to oblige other Men's 
Thoughts, it would after all be of vety lit- 
tle Uſe and Effect; becauſe we could never 
know with all our Skill when that Autho- 


rity is obey'd, or wilfully deſpiſed ; when 


Men's Thoughts are right, and agree with 
their Profeſſions, and when they only give 
us Words, and deceive us, Neither is it in 
the Power of Men, by uſing Force and Pe- 
nalties, to correct other Men's Belief, and 
therefore ſuch Judgments are not alike ne- 
ceſſary for Religion, nor like to do the ſame 
Good in that Cauſe, as civil Judgments are 
are able to do in their proper Way. | 
Ls Ir it be certain, I know it, it is a 
Chriftian Duty to be zealoufly affected in a 
good and true Cauſe, and to contend 4 
Fe ata, for 
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. For the Faith, which was once delivered to the 
Ssaints. Yet when a Man goes on beyond 
| confuting the Abſurdity and Unreaſonable- 
neſs of a falſe Tenet, to determin it to be a 
mortal Sin in another Perſon, that it is owing 
to a malicious and wicked Hearr to oppoſe 
the Truth, which makes ſuch an Oppoſition 
jl Damnable. That, I ſay, is wicked, unchari- 
{ table judging; for it implies mote than ano- 
| ther Man can ever know, and it makes no- 
| thing to the Advancement of the Truth; 


ther the other Way. 

ALL this Time, I am not ſuppoſing, that 

we are debarr'd from judging ſuch Opini- 

[ ons of other Men to be falſe. 8 have 
[i aà Right to do, ſince we have a Right to di- 
= Ginguiſh Truth from Error: But the Extent 
= | of that lets us only conclude, that ſuch Serts 
=  rtiments are falſe, or, as the Schoolmen ſpeak, 
| materially heretical ; but when and where 
formal Hereſy takes place, can never be de- 
= | cided by us. Nor therefore can Men ever 
= pretend with Juſtice to condemn and puniſh 
ji that Sin: For Puniſhments have no other 
Colour of Juſtice, than that they are laid 
upon Guilt. And if it be agreed, that Cru- 
elties and Perſecutions in the pure Cauſe of 
Religion, are not always certainly Acts of 
Juſtice; becauſe they do not go upon Proof. 
And they ſhould be ſaid nevertheleſs to be 
| juſtifjable Methods to guard the Cauſe of 
| 8 true 


= but may accidentally raiſe Paſſions of Re- 
venge and Obſtinacy, to carry Men till far- 


Con eg 
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| able to ſave and to defiroy. 


true Religion, as they may be Expedientsto 
affright Men into a right Mind, I defire to 
anſwer, that That need not be our Care: Men 
have much more urgent Motives from God 
to be ſincere in Religion, than worldly 
Troubles can be thought. Since God has 
the Power of inflicting an Eternal Sentence, 
and Men can only kill the Body, which is a 


Puniſhment the World agrees to be far ſhort 


of that Vengance ſuch Sinners deſerve, and 
ſhall aſſuredly receive from God. 
Now the Apoſtle offers it to our 


Thoughts, how it can become us to paſs 


condemnation on other Men's Souls, when 


we our ſelves are but in the Condition. of 


 : accountable Creatures to a Supream Lau- 
« giver, who ts able to ſave and to deftroy : Who 
is infinitely above erring in Judgment; whom 


has Almighty Power to pur his Righteous 
Sentences in Execution for Sins of Men's 
Souls, which are committed againſt him 
ouly, and are only ſet in his Sight, and 
which he alone can and will puniſh after 


concealed Sinners cannot eſcape ; and who 


their Deſervings : And that ſhould be ſuffi- 


cient to ſatisfy us, thar this Matter will be 
effectually done without us, that we may 
refrain our Zeal and Anger, leaſt Hypocrites, 
and ſelf-condemn'd Unbelievers ſhould eſcape 


unpuniſhed, And as we need not be put- 
ting in to ſettle the juſt Doom of thoſe whoſe 


Judgment now lingereth not, and whoſe Damnation 

mbereth not ; {o indeed it is vain and frivo- 
dus in Men to ſpend 8 Zeal that Way: 
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| 14 GOD the only Law-GIVER, 
[| For we muſt know, we have not Power t 
1 | make, what we would be at, anſwer ou 
|| Will; And we know him that hath ſaid, |: 


1 Verngeuncè is mine, I will recompence ſaith the Lord. 


li Beſide, God has expreſly forbidden us by St. 


J | ant to bis -own Maſter, he ſtaudeth or - fal- 
- deth So that in Reaſon and Conſcience we 
| are obliged to reſtrain and govern our Re- 
| | gard for Orthodoxy within this Pr hibition, 

which is founded on God's Sole Right ta 
judge, to acquit, or condemn the Souis of 


ix Men by a righteous Sentence. I proceed 
{i now, Ns w i 
[ IT. To make ſome general Inferences | 
| from this Principle, That there is one Lawgiver {| 
I able to ſave and to deſtroy. - 1 
tt Firſt, That the Terms of Saivation are /| 
i! ſuſficiently appointed in the reveal'd Will of. 
n= God. That I al-rt tobe the onſy ſure Rule 
= of religious Faith, becauſe no Doctrine, 
it which has not that Foundation, 'appears to 
it be from God ; and he only can ena& the | 
I! Laws and Conditions that will admit: or |: 
| 1 excludc us out ot Heaven for ever: So that 
= the ſacred Scriptures are the compleat Rule 
= of divine Truti:s, and all things 8 
= neceſſary to be obſerved and believed to Sal- 
li vation, muſt be perfectly taught there. Other- 
= wiſe the reveal'd Will of God could not be 
: | | a ſufficient Rule to eternal Life, and from 
= hence we have a fair Criterion for Diſtingui- |: 
il ſhing the neceſſary and eflenrial Points of | 
i ; Religion from others, in which Mt = or 
I * 
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able to ſave and to deſtroy. 
Ignorance will not be directly deſtructive of 
Salvation. For by this Rule all neceſſary 
Duties are fully and evidently determin'd in 
Scripture, or clearly deducible from it: And 
for other Matters which are ambiguouſly 
expreis'd, ſo as to be capable of probable 
Solutions ſeveral Ways, Errors there, we 
may be iecure, will not be one way or other 
prejudicial to Salvation ; unleſs they are held 


in Uncharitableneſs, and Men ſuffer them 
ſelves to be carry'd by the Hear of Diſpu- 


tation inro ſinful Paſſions for their Miſtakes. 
Ber it any one will ſay, that Miſtake in 


any lingle Point of Divine Truth, (a Man 


not knowing it to be ſo,) muſt be dangerous 


to Salvation: Then it ſhould be true, that a 


right and fafe Faith muſt imply nothing 
leſs, than a right Accepiation of the true 
Intent and Meaning of every Sentence in 
the Bible: And then I would know, what 
Man alive could hope to be ſay'd ; For who 
can profeſs; that he ſees the true Intent and 
Meaning of every Difficalty in Scripture ? 
But if it be enough to believe explicitly 


every thing, that God has expreſly appoint- 


ed and inabled us to do, having an impli- 


Cit Faith in the whole Truth of God's 


Word, where perhaps we are not able to 
take it right, then it follows, that Ignorance 
and Miſtake as to ſome Poincs of Divine 
Revelation, will nor pur Men our of the 
Condition of being ſav'd. ih t infinite 
Danger lies only in diſobeying and rejecting 


thoſe things which are evidently and plainly 
3 pre- 
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preſcribed to us by God; and theſe are not 


ſet above the Sight of any Man, who is diſ- 
os'd, and does his ſincere Endeavours inthe 
ove of Truth, to regulate his Faith and 
Life by the Standard of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. And ſince God has ſufficiently pro- 
vided. for the Inſtruction of Chriſtians in 
Things univerſally neceſſary to Salvation: 
We have, VV fork 
Secondly, Another general Concluſion that 
Men may ſafely judge for themſelves in 
Matters of Religion. Beſides that, this is 
warranted by the Son of God, John 5. 39. 
Search the Scriptures. By St. Paul, 1 Theſſ. 
5. 21. Prove all things, hold faſt that which is 
good. By St. John, 1 Epil. 4. 1. Believe not 


every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they be of 


God. Does it not ſeem extreamly reaſona- 
ble, that Men ſhould think and judge for 
themſclves, when every one muſt expe& to 
bear his own Burden and anſwer for him- 


ſelf? But with what Juſtice could we ſup- 


oſe that Infidelity was puniſhible either 
ere or hereafter, it we had no Liberty, if 
it was forbidden us to apply our Minds to 


diſcern Truth from mortal Err! God can- 
not be that Hard Maſter to require us to ac- 
knowledge and obey the Truth at our infi- 
Nite Peril, and deny us the Means and Com- 
fort of ſatisfying ourſelves, when we do ſo: 
To make Religion our Eternal Concern, and 
not ſuffer us to employ our Thoughts upon it. 
It is Underſtanding that raiſes us above 
Bruit Creatures, and makes us capable of 
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Religion; and ir muſt have been a ſtrange 
Turn of Chriſtianity, if that had made it a 
Principle for us to - renounce our Under- 
ſtanding, and ceaſe to be Men, that we 
might be Chriſtians. „ 
Tux Inconſiſtencies Men place to Reli- 
gion may want the Helps of Darkneſs and 
Folly to cover them. Implicit Faith is an 
effectual Preſcription to confirm endleſs Ab- 
ſurdity: So pay is ſupported againſt all 
Senſe and Reaſon by the Neglect and Diſ- 
uſe of God's Word, and the confident and 
tyrannical Condemnation of all Enquiries 
which might make People wiſer. | 
Io own there is a Solution for keeping Men 
under the hard Servitude of a blind Faith, 
the Infallibility of the Church; and if it were 
prov'd, 1 ſay too, that there would be no 
Occaſion for Men to read, to think, and 
judge for themſelves. But when that exalted 
Claim cannot be made out, when it is uni- 
verſally agreed, that the Repreſentatives of 
any particular Church are no more than fal- 
lible Men, and may err. It is ſtrange how 
any among us, who believe that, and grant 
it, ſhould nevertheleſs be for denying Men 
the Uſe of their private Judgment in Reli- 
gion. That they ſhould look upon God as 
their ſupream Law-giver, and reſign up their 
Souls abſolutely to Men. In the Popiſh 
Scheme the firſt Principle only is falſe, bat 
in the latter Hypotheſis there is no Conſi- 
ſtency from one End to the other. Which 
will be more evident, when we haye conſi- 
der'd, | n 


of 


4 1 GOD the only LAW-GIVER, + N 
3 Thirdly, That Implicit Faith in Human | 
= Doctrine is unwarrantable. The Text de- | 
= bars Men from ſharing in God's Spiritual [ 
_ Ts Legiſlature: And that Men have no Power ; 
_ _ to coin Articles of Faith, St. Paul has de- 1. 
= creed an Anathema againſt all Attempts of 
i that kind from the infallible Spirit of God; [ 
i Gal. 1. 8, 9. Though we or an Angel from Hea- Ts 
It ven preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that q - 
=_ ye have received, let him be accurſed. As we | 
13 | ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if any Man 7 
it preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye | 
It have received, let him be accurſed. But for the | 
I; | Submiſſion of our Underſtanding to the *!: 
1 Truth of every thing in the Divine Books; | 
| . we have the Security of God's infinite Wiſ- 
| dom and Goodneſs, be any Propoſition ne: 
| [8 ver ſo unaccountable, there is the beſt and 
[ ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, when God has | 
| | ſaid ſo, that it is worthy of all Acceptation; | 
Vt that it is infallible Truth. But to Human | 
| | Doctrines implicit Faith cannot be reaſona- | 
it bly paid, by their own Weight and Power, 
il they are not fit to ſuperſede all Doubt of Er- 4 
il | ror, becauſe the Dictates of fallible Men may | 
| | be falſe: As in all other Reaſoning the Con- 
5 cluſion cannot exceed the Strength of ihe Pre- 
= | miſes, ſo a doubtful Authority cannot be a | 
__e_ Foundation for that implicit and unguarded | 
—_—_ - 12 5 
= | Confidence which ſuppoſes the Impoſſibility | 
= dt Error. Nor is it like Men who have a | 
=. Senſe of theit great Concern in Religion to 
= take up Principles of Religion, not as they | 
= 5 85 are deſervedly credible, but only becauſe = 
Things are aſſerted to them under mw ſo- | 
| | emn 
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lemn Name. Thus Tranſubſtantiation is 
held in a blind Faith upon the Romi 
Church, not that any thinking Man does or = 
; can judge ſuch a Thing of a Miracle and a 
: My ſtery credible in his own Mind. But ſo 
it is, a Man may reſolve to profeſs, that he | 
takes all things to be true, which are receiv'd 
in the Churck he belongs to, and be ſo pro- 
foundedly ignorant, that he cannot with | : 
Truth be ſaid ta have any Senſe of the Mat- 
LY ter. Yet let Men talk what they will of 
believing with other Men's Faith, it is all | : 
j one, as thinking with other Men's Souls. | 
Alter all, it is not to be ſuppos' d, that thoſe : 
who are devoted to the abſolute Authority of f 
the Church, will profeſs, that they take that Y 
Reſolution without any Motives, any Cauſe 
or Proof, and then even that Faith reſts = 
upon their private Judgment, however bi- ; 
gotted Men thoughtleſly decry it as the Prin- | 
ciple of Hereſy and all Evil. | 
There aretwo Objections commonly made 
to the Argument I have been defending, 
r,. which I ſhall endeavour to anſwer, . 
» - 7]ü 1 e obliges us to give up | 
y | our Judgment to the Church. | 
i- Secondly, That Peace is a good Title for $ 
N for Cuſtom and Preſcription againſt Men's = 
private Judgment. | | 
5 To the firſt Pretence I anſwer, That no B 
ty |. particular Church has a Right to that unlimi- E 
a | ted Power ſuppoſed in the Objection; that | 
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15 by 2 their Religion in it. The Caſe is clear, 
[iy luppoſe a Church, as that of Rome, enjoyns | 
1 Idolatry, there we all ſay it is Peoples Duty to 5 
[il obey God rather than Men. Again, granting ; 
45 it true, that the whole Church of Chriſt, that 
1 is, all Chriſtians in the World, cannot err in 
i Things eſſential to Salvation, yet it is as 
= true by all Men's Confeſſion, that any parti- 
= cular Church may err ; and that is an unde- 
rs niable Reaſon for us to uſe our Judgment, and 
= compare ſuch particular Decrees with the ſure F 
{i Standard of divine Truth, unleſs we had aWay - 
1 to know that thoſe Decrees are approved by 
Lf the whole Chriſtian Church: which Satisfa- 
= n is not to be had before a Man knows the O- 
was pinion of all true Chriſtian People in the 
=. World. And it ſhould be their Unanimous Opi- | 
= nion: For Orthodoxy has not always been ap- | 
= propriated to the major Votes of profeſs d 
= Chriſtians, thoꝰ it be acknowledged to be inſe- 
ws erable from the whole Chriſtian Church. 
; hich brings me again ta thisConcluſion,that 
no human Determinations, no not of Coun- 
cils, ſhould oblige us not to judge for ourſelves. . 
Secondly, It is pretended, that for the Sake ; 
of Peace, Cuſtom and Preſcription ought to ( 
over-rule Men's private Judgment. But that 
the Argument from all the conceivable Ad- b 
| vantages of Peace is but contingent, and £5 
I will not hold univerſally, I inſtance, that the 1 
it Reformation broke in upon that Rule, a- 1 
if gainſt the Cuſtom and Preſcription of ſome 2 
{if Ages. And that, we ſay now, was done * 
if with the greateſt Reaſon, and that the hap t 
it, 5 | en | 
}! cnt be bes fn 5 for his Tremp f Thou 8 0 
1 6 blags?® (44 | | 
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dent Directions of God's undoubted Will 
were our Fore-fathers Warrant to forlake the 
impious Innovations the Romiſh Church had 
brought into the Chriſtian Religion, and 
made it their Duty to renounce and proteſt 
_ againſt them. „„ 
No can the Romaniſts themſelves maintain 
it, that Regard to Peace ought without Ex- 
ception to prevail againſt all other Conſide- 
rations whatſoever 5 unleſs they will con- 
demn the Promulgarion of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : For the Jews could ſay, that their 
Religion was in Poſſeſſion, had the Preſcrip- 
tion of many Ages, and was of Divine Ori- 
ginal. Here the Romaniſts muſt ſtop their 
leading Argument againſt us ; they.cannot 
give the Preference to Cuſtom and long Pre- 
ſcription againſt all After-Judgment, againſt 
the Cauſe which they with us acknowledge 
to be from Gad. SY | 
Bor altho' I cannot be of their Mind, who 
think, that Cuſtom and the general Senſe 
will bear out all things; yet in things of an 
indifferent Nature, I believe a peaceable 
Compliance to be not only innocent, but a 
Matter of Duty. Peace is more valuable, 
than getting a Victory oyer harmleſs Cuſtoms. 
And ſo likewiſe in doubtful Matters it is not 
right to be obflinate, and break the publick 
Peace: For by Compliance in doubtful 
things, there is little Danger of giving into 
deſtructive and damning Errors, becauſe all 
things neceſſary to Salvation may be plainly 
decided by Scripture. ans therefore I 2 
5 the 
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the Happineſs of Peace ſhould prevail upon 
Chriſtians to be ſubmiflive to Cuſtom and 
the general Suffrage in thoſe Matters. But 
ſtill I am ſure no Authority in the * can 
oblige or juſtify Men to go againſt their own 
Judgment: That that will not bear us harm- 
leſs, St. Panl has told us, Whatſoever is not of 
Faith is Sin. I declare from my Conſcience 1 
am heartily perſwaded, that the Religion of the 
Church of England is far the beſt Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that 1s now publick- 
ly made in any Place or Nation of the World. 
Yet Town, I do not ſee Cauſe to judge, that 
no Soul ſhall be ſav'd, who differs from it. 
Not do I trouble my ſelf, if ſome Men will 
haſtily judge this to be blameabſe Moderati- 
on in the Cauſe of the beſt Religion; ſince 
I am well ſatisfy'd, God will not paſs that 
Judgment on it. „ 

Lr the Sins of Hypocriſy and wilful Op- 
poſition to the Truths of God be thought 
hateful and wicked and dangerous as can be 
conceiv'd; and let all of us be careful to 
avoid thoſe great and hainous Crimes: Yer 
God only is greater than Men's Hearts, and 
knows al things, to judge where that Guilt 
does certainly lie. St. Paul confeſſes, it was 
once his Caſe, to be a Blaſphemer, a Perſecu- 
tor, and injurious, but tells us, he obtain d 
Mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly in Unbel ef. 
And when we have that great Teſtimony, 
that 1 alleviates the Faults of very 
great Offences againſt the undoubted Cauſe 
of God, and is a Reaſon for a Man's ob- 
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taining Mercy for them, ſurely this ſhould bo 
enough to put us out of Conceit with that 
officious Leal of _ religious Cruelties and 


paſting damnatory Sentences even in thoſe 
Caſes when Men unhappily oppoſe what we 
eſteem ſure Points of Religion: Becauſe we 


| cannot be ſure, bur they may poſſibly do ſo : 
without criminal Purpoſes to fin againſt God. : 

| And what God will bear with, and merci- : ; 

I fully forgive, we who ſtand in need of For- | 

R giveneſs on many other Accounts, ſhould not _ 

be eager to puniſh or condemn. If the ſa- = 

* cred Honour of Religion be the Cauſe we : 

. | have at Heart, St. James has given it for a : 

t Rule, That the Wrath of Man worketh not the James : 

N Righteouſneſs of God. But as Controverſies are 1. 29» : 

e too commonly managed with Mixtures of : 

t Reflection and Bitterneſs, with Violence and 
Cruelties, it is much to be fear'd, that many | | ; 

= are driven from the Truth, by thoſe awk- : 

t ward Arts to pr@motre it. But ſurely no 

e good Man would 5 found ſo doing. 

0 Bur Laſth, Since we are bleſſed with the i 

et | Knowledge of the beſt Proſeſſon of the 

id - Chriſtian Religion; let us think ourſelves 

lt obliged to make our Lives and our Temper 

as anſwerable to it, to glorify and adorn the 


12 Doctrine of the lefſed Author and Finiſoper 
d | of Faith, who has preſcribed the higheſt . 
ef. Principles of Goodneſs and Compaſſion, Cha- 
Ys rity and Meekneſs, and has taught ns in theſe 
xy happy Qualities to differ from other Men. 
ule To the Purpoſe I have been ſpeaking, more 
b particularly let us remember, that the Cha- 
ing N . 1 
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rity of every Chriſtian Soul is required to be 
ſo perfect, ſo generous and large, that our 

very Enemies are not᷑ to be hated by us. It 
is our Saviour s ſpecial Command, I ſay unto 
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you, love yo Enemies; 4 By t this Proot, above 
all the reſt, he M bave us diſtinguiſh our 
ſelves to be hi ie Es, and to oblige us to 
all poſſible. Ckmeney and Forbearance, un- 
der the Aſſaults of Injuries and Provocations, 
we are warn'd farther, that God will nor for- 
give us, if we fog ve not Men their ales. 
And in vain ſhall we call ourſelves Chriſtians, 
if we are acted by a contrary Spirit. There 
fore let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, 
and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away 
From you with all Malice. And be ye kind one 
to another, tender hcartea, forgiving one another, 
eve de God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath forgiven you. 
AnD may the Gd of Peace, who brought 
again from che Head ougord Jelus Chriſt, 
that great Shepherd of. | : Sheep, thro” the 
Blood ot the Everlaſtin venant, make us 
perfect in every good Work to do his Will, 
Working in us, that which is well-pleaſing i in 
his Sight, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, Cc. 
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